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most certain, that though at first they acted upon
some foundation of natural principles, or if you
please, principles of natural religion, yet they after-
wards run further into this sorcery and southsaying,
and that with such an universal gust of inclination,
that it became a chief part of their religion ; and
there were very few of their great men, nay, even of
their kings and emperors, but what were magicians
themselves; and some of them, if not all of them,
took it for a part of their imperial titles, and a badge
of their honour, to be called Pontifex Maximus, and
sometimes appeared in the robes of a sacrifice!', and
of this or that order of the priests, as they thought
fit; until at length unsufferable pride and insolence
led them to accept of divine honours themselves, to
lay aside the priest, and assume that of a god;
placing themselves so above the sacrificer, as to
suffer themselves to be sacrificed to: but this went
but a little way.

At length the Christian religion, in spite of per-
secution and obstinate resistance, both from the
Jews as well as the pagans, began to spread itself in
the world ; and as Christ himself says, that he came
to destroy the works of the Devil, so it appeared;
for immediately the glories of the pagan superstition
began to fade, their oracles ceased, the priests be-
came dumb; and the Devil, not able to carry on
the cheat any further, threw it up ; the augurs and
southsayers fled from the face of the Christian doc-
trine, and from the preaching of the apostles and
their successors, as not able to exercise their sorce-
ries and divinations, no, not so much as in the pre-
sence of the Christian ministers.

We have two remarkable instances of this in the
sacred text; one is Acts xiii. 7, when being at the
isle of Cyprus, Elymas the sorcerer ventured to
withstand St. Paul, when he preached the word of
God to Sergius Paul us the governor, but for the